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FOREWORD  
 
  
In October 2008, Newcastle West Community Council undertook a population count 

of Newcastle West as there was a belief that existing population statistics did not 

accurately reflect the actual population of the town.   

 

On behalf of the Community Council, I would like to thank the residents of Newcastle 

West for the co-operation and courtesy shown to the enumerators on their door steps.  

I would also like to acknowledge and thank the volunteers who gave of their time and 

energy and to the members of the Community Council who undertook this arduous 

task with enthusiasm and gusto. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Newcastle West & District Chamber of Commerce and 

West Limerick Resources for their assistance in bringing this report to completion 

 

 

Seamus Hunt. 

Chairman.     
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Newcastle West serves as the capital of County Limerick, as well as a market, service 

and employment centre for a large rural hinterland.  Newcastle West is situated on the 

N21, the gateway to the south west of Ireland.  It is defined in the Limerick County 

Development Plan 2005-2011 as a Key Service Centre1 for West Limerick, due to the 

range of local, commercial and community services and the fact that it acts as a local 

development hub around which other towns and villages can expand. 

 

Its strategic location is one of the many reasons for the town's thriving success 

through recent years.  However, the development of the town brings with it both 

opportunities and challenges in terms of the provision of services, community 

facilities and future developments.  In this context, Newcastle West Community 

Council believes that accurate and current population figures are important for the 

town, its people and the wider rural hinterland which it serves.  Many services, as well 

as public funding, public representation, infrastructural planning and design as well as 

the allocation of Gardai are linked to population.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Limerick County Development Plan 2005-2011 – Chapter 3 – Settlement Strategy  
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3. METHODOLOGY 

 

The approach and methods employed in undertaking the population count are: 

·  Questionnaire Survey of residential population 

·  Identification of the Newcastle West town boundary 

 

3.1 Questionnaire Survey 

 

Newcastle West Community Council designed a very simple questionnaire. The 

questionnaire survey aimed: 

 

·  To identify the number of people in each house within the town. 

·  To identify the nationality of the occupants in each house. 

·  To verify the ownership status of each house – private ownership, rented or 

vacant 

·  To record the type of house – detached, semi-detached, townhouse, apartment 

 

All members of Newcastle West Community Council acted as enumerators, working 

in groups of two. Each group was assigned a specific area of the town to survey. The 

Community Council was supported by other members of the community who 

volunteered to act as enumerators.  Some of the volunteers had previous experience as 

enumerators for the 2006 Census.  Local knowledge by the enumerators was essential 

and resulted in a high response rate.  Many of the enumerators reported a positive 

response from households.  

 

The contact method used involved calling to each house and completing the 

questionnaire with the occupants.  Questionnaires were not dropped at houses for 

collection at a later date as is the case with the national Census.  If the occupants were 

out, the house was revisited on another date.  If there was still no response, the 

enumerators contacted the next door neighbour to confirm the number of occupants.  

The population count took place during the month of October 2008.  
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Once all data had been collected, it was collated and analysed by a designated 

member of Newcastle West Community Council.  The response rate was 98%. 

 

3.2 Identify Newcastle West town boundary  

 

Before undertaking the questionnaire, the Community Council recognized that it was 

essential to define a geographical boundary for the purposes of the population count.   

 

Following consultation with local councilors, it was agreed that the 50km/hr speed 

limits are recognized as the town boundaries.  All residents within these limits were 

recorded and any housing estates on the periphery.  See Map 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Map 1: Newcastle West boundary for purpose of Population Count 2008  
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3.3 Other Boundary Definitions 

It is worth noting a number of anomalies that exist in relation to the definition of the 

geographical area of Newcastle West.   These are explained as follows: 

 

Electoral Divisions (EDs) 

Electoral Divisions (EDs) are the smallest administrative area for which population 

statistics are available.  In rural areas, each Electoral Division consists of an 

aggregation of townlands. In the Newcastle West area, the relevant DEDs are 

Newcastle West Urban and Newcastle West Rural.  Map 2 identifies the townlands  

in each of the two DEDs.  Map 3 highlights the Newcastle West Urban area.  As can 

be seen, the area covered by Newcastle West urban is quite small and doesn’t reflect 

what would locally be recognised as the town (urban) of Newcastle West.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2: Newcastle West Urban and Rural Electoral Divisions 
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MAP 3:  Newcastle West Urban Electoral Division  

 

 

 

 

SROWLEY
Typewriter
6



 

 

 

 

 

Census 2006 

For the purposes of the Census 2006, the CSO defined the boundary area of 

Newcastle West town.  Under the Census, Newcastle West was defined as a “census 

town”, as it is not a town with legally defined boundaries.  The Newcastle West 

“census town” consists of Newcastle West urban and a portion of Newcastle West 

Rural.   

 

Newcastle West Local Area Plan 2008-2014 

The Local Area Plan for Newcastle West is a statutory document that has been 

prepared in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001. 

 

The policies and objectives set out in the LAP remain in effect for a six year period 

but can be subject to amendment or review during this time where Limerick County 

Council consider relevant in the interests of proper planning and sustainable 

development of the town.  

 

The Local Area Plan (LAP) determines the boundary of Newcastle West as the 

pattern of the existing urban area, the preferred route of the proposed Southern 

Distributor Route and physical boundaries within the rural landscape such as the 

rivers and the disused railway line.  The total LAP area extends to 564 hectares (1,391  

acres)2 Map 4. 

                                                 
2 Limerick County Council -  Newcastle West Local Area Plan 2008-2014  
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Map 4: Newcastle West  Local Area Plan 
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4. MAIN FINDINGS   

 

4.1 Newcastle West Population Count 2008 

 

The population count of Newcastle West as defined in Map 1, determines that the 

total population of the town as of October 2008 stands at 6,754.   

 

A review of other population statistics highlights the variance in population statistics 

and therefore in projected population statistics  

 

4.1.2 Census 2006  

A national census is designed to collect the population of the Country on a given 

night, and it does this very well.   However, it is not an accurate tool to determine the 

population of a town. e.g. if 1,000 people are out of town for the night they are 

counted elsewhere. The national Census undertaken in 2006 determined the 

population of Newcastle West as follows:  
 

Area  Population 2006  
Newcastle West 
Urban 

3,922 

Newcastle West 
Rural  

1,961 

Newcastle West 
Town* 

5,098 

 
* The Newcastle West town population figure consists of the population of Newcastle 
West Urban (3,922) and a portion of Newcastle West Rural (1,176).   
 
 
4.1.3 Limerick County Council Newcastle West Local Area Plan 2008-2014  

In developing the LAP, Limerick County Council used the results of the 2002 and 
2006 Census together with the County population predictions to determine the likely  
population increase in Newcastle West over the period of the plan (2008-2014)3.  As 
can be seen from Table 1, the expected projected population of Newcastle West in 
2014 is 6,333.  However, the population survey undertaken in this report already puts 
the population of Newcastle West at 6,754 in 2008.  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 Limerick County Council – Newcastle West Local Area Plan 2008-2014, Section 3 
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Year Urban ED  Adjusted Town 

Population (including 
part of Rural ED) 

1996 3,288  
2002 3,495  
2006 3,922 4,995 
2010 4,438 5,629 
2014 5,001 6,333 
2018 5,636 7,137 
2022 6,351 8,043 
2026 7,158 9,064 
Table 1: Population projection for Newcastle West taken from Newcastle West LAP                 
2008-2014 
 
 
4.2 NATIONALITY 

The Newcastle West population count reveals that 22% (1,497) of the population of 

Newcastle West town are non-national – Chart 1.  
 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
          

              Chart 1 � Nationality 
 
An analysis of the non-national population found that there are individuals from 37 

different countries living in Newcastle West. Table 2 provides a breakdown of the 

non-national population by country of origin and number of people. 

 

Country of Origin Number  
Poland    821 
Lithuania    134 
Slovakia      97 
Latvia      95 
England      62 
Brazil      36 
Hungry      34  
India      24 
Israel      22 

Nationality

78%

22%

No. of Irish
Nationals

No. of Non-
Nationals
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Czech Rep.      20 
Nigeria      22  
Portugal      14 
China      13  
Ukraine       12 
Belarus      11 
Australia      10  
France        9 
Germany        9 
Turkey        6 
New Zealand        6 
Canada        6 
Scotland         5 
South Africa        5 
USA        5 
Philippines        4 
Spain         3 
Moldova        2 
Romania        2 
Sweden        1 
Holland        1 
Argentina        1 
Finland        1 
Wales        1 
Japan        1 
Greece        1 
Italy        1 

Table 2:  Country of Origin of Non-National Population 

 
4.3 HOUSING  
 
The Newcastle West Population Count found that there are 2,739 residential units in 

the town – Table 3 below.  55% of the units are owner occupied and 45% of the units 

are rented.  
 

Ownership Status Number 
Owner occupied 1,491 
Rented  1,248 
Total 2,739  

      Table 3 � Housing Ownership 
 
 
In terms of the type of housing in Newcastle West town, over half (51%) of 

residential units are semi-detached with apartments accounting for approximately 

11% of the residential units.  Table 4 provides a summary of the housing stock. 
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Unit Type Number 
Detached 446 
Semi-Detached 1408 
Townhouse 592 
Apartments 293 
Total 2,739 

Table 4 � Type of Residential Unit 
 

Table 5 provides a breakdown of the residential population within each street and estate of 
Newcastle West town.  

 

Street/Estate Population 
Chestnut Gardens & St. Catherine’s  84 
Knockane Road 149 
Chapel Close 101 
Glenquin Manor   64 
Dunquin   88  
Old Pike to Dromindeel  129 
Daarwood Crescent 246 
Daar Lane   23 
Daar Lane Close   23 
Dungeeha   28 
Hazelgrove   73 
Portland Estate   49 
Brennock Court   10 
Cluain Arra 257   
Meadow Court 195 
Palm Grove   60 
Woodfield Green 185 
Woodfield Park   74 
Woodfield Drive 131 
Woodfield Grove   44 
Beechwood Gardens 162  
Beechwood Avenue   95 
St. Ita’s Tce   17 
St. Ita’s  Gardens   24  
Rathina   67 
St. Mary’s Rd & Sheehan’s Rd 114 
North Quay & Bridge St.   33 
Ml Hartnett Close & Maiden St. 135 
Killeline Heights 157 
Cullinagh & South Quay 254 
Sharwood Estate 169 
The Paddocks 217 
Castleview Estate 329 
Liosan Estate 173 
Hawthorn Drive 168 
Rowan, Ash,Oak & Sycamore Cresent 178 
Bishop Court 142 
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The Square to Gortboy 119 
Assumpta Park 316 
The Archway   38 
Ferndale & Wingfield Orchard 180 
Nash’s & McDonnells Apt   26 
Boherbui   94 
Cork Road   45 
Templegreen 292 
Oakpark   97 
Knockane and Lilac Close   50 
Arraview plus Killeline Rd  293 
Cois Teampaill   82 
Church Street to Churchtown 238 
Connolly Avenue   52 
Carrig Desmond   45  
Kilcolman Drive   88 
Daar River Walk   97 
Gortboy to Lacey’s Cross + St. Ita’s Hos 155  

Table 5 � Population by Estate/Street 
 
 
 
4.4 EDUCATIONAL BREAKDOWN 
 
No. of students attending: 
Primary Level Second Level Total 
769 869 1,638 
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5. OBSERVATIONS 

 

Using the 2006 census figure of 2.9 people per unit for Limerick County the 

following statistics emerge. 

 

·  The current number of residential units in the town (2739) will cater for a 

population of 7943. 

 

·  There are 292 vacant units in the town and 63% of these have been vacated in 

the past 15 months. This represents a drop in population of 533 since mid 

2007. 

 

·  Based on the above statistics the town would have housed a population of 

7287 in 2007. 

 

·  The town boundary needs to be adjusted to take in the complete urban area. 

 

·  Accurate population figures are important for the town and its people. Many 

services, including funding, public representation and the allocation of Gardai 

etc. are linked to population.  A town placed in the wrong category could lose 

out as a result. 

 

·  Up to date population figures will be crucial for infrastructural planning and 

design and will also be important when it comes to attracting inward 

investment to the town.     
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